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Pregent Quner:

Present {ccupant:

Present Uge:

Brief Shabtement

282 Benefit Street, Providence, Providence County,
Rhode Igland

Plab 32, lot 1.39.

An addendum to

John Larchar House

282 Benefit Street,

Providence, Rhode Island

in HABS Catbalos Supplement (1959)

¥re. John Larchar

Owner

Hegidence,

This house, which was designed by John Holden
Greene, has always been in the Larchar family.

It preserves in excellent condition two sets of
Jogeph Dufowr wallpaper.

PART T. HISTORIGAL, INTORMAT TON

A, Physical History

1. Originel and subseguent owners:

1818 Seth Adams, treder, to John Larchar for $900 a

1820

certaln 1ot of lend on the West side of Benefit
bounded E Benefit, S Mary Throop Door, W Joservh
Crawford, N John Rogers Estate-~the same I bought
from Heirs of Samuel Hightingale--Deed Book 38,

page 104, in Providence City Hell. (.bby Nightingale
et a1 for $900 to Seth Adams, it being part of

the Crawford lef+t by the Estate of our deceased
mother ).

Fire Hecords, John Larchar, self occupled, Brick
29" In frout and 34' fromt to rear.

Sti1l in Larchar Family.

2. Dale of erection: Between 1818 and 1820,

3. frchitect, bhuilder: John Holden Greene, architect;

Mrs. Lucy Larchar made the plans. Probably many of

thé same men who worked with (reene on the Sullivan
Dorr house worked on this house.
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4. Wotes on alterations and additions: The sun room on
the west was originally an open baleony., The kitehen
ell at south was originally one story high; second
story added in 1939,

5. Sources of information:

Sntoinette IForrester Downing, Esrly ilomes of phode Tsisnd
(Richmond, Virginia: Garrewvt and lessie, 1937), pp. 342,
362, 364.

Norman worrigon Isham, John Holden Greene, unpublished
nas. in possession of John Hubching Cady, Providence,
Rhode Jaland,

Prepared by Antoinette F. Downing and Elvira Gowdey
for the Providence Preservation Society
August, 1961.

ZART II. ARCHITECTURAL TNFQRUATION

gL

L. Genersl Statement

1. Architectural character: This is 2 large brick house
with elegant interiors, well preserved.

2. Condition of fabric: Execellent,.
B. Technical Deseription of lxterior
1. Overall dimensions: 39' (5 bays) wide x 34", two stories
plus attic plus cellar which ig et ground level at the
rear-~two-story kitchen wing on south side; small froame

addition on rear lg later.

2. TFoundations: Where visible on rear are brick; fieldstone
on gides; regular ashler granite on front,

wall congiruction: BEBrick laid in common bhond with thin
mortar jolnts.

WD

4. Porches, stoops: Granite entrance stoop, two steps high.
Enelosed porch on rear.

5. Chimneys: Four brick chimneys in the outelde walls.
t. QOpenings:
a, Doors: Original six penel door, in a pilaster frame

with reeded decoration and with a segmental fanlight
with cul granite lintel. Louvered outer door on front,
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b. ¥indows and shutters: six light over six light
double hung windows; brick openings have granite
gills and heads; adjustable louvered shutters.

Roof:

a. Shape, covering: Gable with lighfed cupola, which
ie later; covered with agphali shingles.

B. Cornice; iolded cornice with simple brackets which

has been added recently.

‘fechnical Descripiion of Interior

S
.

Floor plansg: Five room, central hall plan; Xkitchen arig-
inally in cellar; both floors alike originally. Kitchen
ell a little later. Second story of this ell built in
1939, HNorth roomg: baths inserted between the hedrooms.

Stairways: Three run, with open riser end, applied scroll
decoration, reclangular baluster, colonette (Doric) newel
post, shadow rail, straight rail,

Flooring: Board, aboul 10" wide; hard pine in all down-
stairs rooms except middle back room and hall. New floors
in these rooms 2nd upstairs.

Wall and celiling finish: Wainscoting o chair rail, re-
cessed penels; plasiter sbove; plasiter cellings, round
molded ceiling medallion,

Doors: S8ix panel (recessed panels)

Doorways: Lolded frames, original.

Trim: The wallpaper in the north mrlors is Joseph Dufour,
Monument s of Pardls and Banks of ithe Bosvhorus. Both sets

are in excelleni condition. There are nine fireplaces;
seven mantelpleces are original and excellent examples

of that pericd. Cornices, molded plaster. lMantelpiece,

one story, north, double attached colonettes. Adam
gtylespaterae in frieze ghaped shelf in southeast parior.
Simple one-story mantel in middle west room; Greek Revivel
mantels in north parlor.

Hardware: Oval brass knobs and plates, bubtt hinges.

Lighting: Electric; chandelier (old fashioned kerosene
lamp.
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10, Hesating: Cenlral and fireplaces, shone hecrths.
Zite

1. General sebiing snd orientation: Faces east on the
sldewalk, nasirow speces on sides betwsen neighboring
houses, garden 1n the resr on west gide.

. IDnclosures: Wire fences alt the sides and Lhe rear,

3. Landscaping: Informal garden, in rear, sglopes down
from the house with shone walks, paths, and terraces;
flowers, shrubs, itrees and lawn,

4. VWalks: Conerete in froni; brick in rear.

Prepered by Osmund . Overby, Architect
Hationsl Park Service
Ind Antoinette F. Downing
for the Providence Preservation Soeciety
~ugust, 1961,




